
¡President Opposed to the Scheme
While Longworth Says It

is Great.

OPENING BLACKBURN'S MAIL

Investigation By Inspector Said
to Have Shown That Governor

Beckham Rond Tt.

nyro.-n Our ltegului Correspondent.)
WASHINGTON, P. C, Uccombor i»..

There i» speculation In society circles in

Washington us to now the President is

inking the indorsement which his pros¬

pective son-in-law, Representative Nicho¬
las Longworth, gavo the scheme originat¬
ed In Nevada, to take up a national ten-

cent collection to make Miss Roosevelt a

bridal present. The President very

promptly protested against the move-

fnent, and somowhat curtly expressed
he wish that no such movement would
be pressed. His statement, sent out to

tho press from the White House was

ilinractei-lzcd by eminent good tasto und

good sense.
But Mr. Longworth did not take the

same view, und is alleged to have told ti

Cincinnati reporter that, the idea was

"fine," "great," etc. It In hardly possi¬
ble that the Interview could have escaped
the eye of the President or Miss Roose¬
velt. It would bo characteristic of each
.to give htm a "call-down," and to let
the public know of Its being administered.
,lt is generally admitted that Mr. Long-
worth's frame of mind, now that tho

President has repudiated the movement,
is not of the most pleasant.
.Opening Blackburn's Letters.
Tho Kentucky senatorial situation has

assumed a phaso that has not, so fur

t-is known, been taken on by any similar
contest In the history of the country.
Senator Blackburn's charge, nicd at the

l-ostofllcc Department this week, that.his
mail had been systematically opened at

the Governor's office In Frankfort, was

'startling enough, but later developments
«re even more shocking. 'Kentuckluns
who h'avo come to Washington in Um

past few days say that the complaints
of Senator Blackburn that his mall Ih

rifled by members of the "organization"
: -which is headed by-Governor Beckham,
aré of long standing.
Now there is another development. A

few days ago a postoffico Inspector, who

had been sent to Kentucky to investi¬
gate the charges of Senator Blackburn,
wrote a letter to Senator Blackburn,'ob¬
tained a Courier-Journal envolopo, in

which he inclosed the letter and address¬
ed it to the senator at Frankfort. The

Inspector took tho same train and reached
Frankfort with the letter. It was deliv¬
ered promptly to Governor Beckham, who

opened tt, read It, and then forwarded'It
to Senator Blackburn.
The situation Is assuming a serious

phase. There is even a possibility of tlin

prosecution of the Governor of Kentucky
for violation of the Federal statutes
against tampering with th.'»' mall of other

peoples The Governor explains tho fre-
¦'¦'. oneiit/opening of Senator' Blackburn's

'lcT-fYTys by saying that, the resemblance
of the two names, ".T. C. W. Beckham"
a nil "J. C. S. Blackburn," Is responsible.
But lie docs not explain his turning over
the opened letters to friends to nva.V ).:>

¡ore .-»ending them to Senator BUtitkburi:.
il is, predicted that The Investigation

will almost certainly result in-the dls-

*r,i«-;,al of the employe, of the Frankfort
"iostöilice wiio is responsible for placing
Senator Blackburn's mail In the box- of

Governor Beckham. But the employe,
when" discharged,'will bo likely to make

pome awkward disclosures, awkward for

thoso who engage him to undorlnko to

get mail in the wrong boxes, If stich en¬

gagement wiv.-e made.'
The whole affair is deeply deplored by

KentucklOns in' Washington, with whom

it is tho exclusive topic of conversation.
Whether the charges against Governor

Beckham and his suporters be true or

not, the fact that such charges are made
hurts tho reputation of the Bluegrass
State. It is expected that the develop¬
ments of the past few days will go a

leng w«y» towards electing Senator
Blackburn to tho Senate again. Ills elec¬

tion, even after tho bitter fight ho mado

against the organization, headed by Gov¬

ernor Beckha,m. ..was-involved In grave
doubt. But these .disclosures concern¬

ing the tampering with his mall, alleged
to have been Indulged In by his oppo¬

nents, are expected to help him very

greatly. One of his friends said to Tho
Times-Dispatch correspondent this morn¬

ing: "Blackburn's re-election is now

certain."
Mr. Goode's Reminiscences,

Hon. John Goode will soon have pub¬
lished a volume of reminiscences, on

Which he has been engaged for soino

months. The issuance of the book is
awaited with interest by thoso who know
Mr. Goode best. He 13 now ono of tho
three or four surviving members of tho
Confederate-, Congress, nnd has known
every public man in tho United States
worthy of being known, who has ap¬
peared on the stage In nearly a half a

century. In addition to his service In tho
Confederate Congress, Mr. Goode's ser¬

vice In the Federal House of Representa¬
tives gave him opportunity for observ¬
ing men large in the public eye In their
time.
"I shall never forgot the speech made

by Mr. Goode la tho Forty-sixth Con¬
gress, withdrawing a bill to reimburse a

kinswoman of Jefferson- Davis for depre¬
dations committed upon her property by
Federal soldiers after the wur," said a
distinguished man, who is an old resident
of Washington to-day. "Congre, of Mich¬
igan, who was noted as ono of the most
Intense haters of the South then living,
made a ino.st violent, intemperate and
venomous speech ugalnst thc bill, Mr.
Good»- arose when Congre mi down, ami
with a dignity which Impressed Itself in-
»ffncenbly upon all who saw lilm, niild:
" 'Mr. Speaker, I atl« the unanimous

rbngt-nt of the house to withdraw that
bill."
"There were loud cries of 'No' from

both sides ot tho hpus«, but the Virginian
Was firm.
"'! Insist, Mr, Speaker.' he culd. 'After

«mil » ¡speech p.« thai to which wo have
Ji.hi .listened from the gentleman from
Vu-bigan, the bread bought with the
money I have asked foi u,i, WD11M11
would turn l,iti.-r |. *,ei. mouth,"
"The bill was withdrawn,"

MARRIAGES IN STAUNTON.
Plethora of Licenses to Wed Is¬

sued to Christmas Couples.
.91 AUN i os, VA., December ao.-Onc-
>f the niobt delightful parties, of the
week was given on Tuesday evening by
Miss Marl« Bowles, daughter of Pro-
fiStiOr and Mrs. W, a. Bowles at lho
Virginia Bohool for ihe Deaf 'and tin-
Blind. The large hall was beautifully
iecoratcd with colleté pennunts ami
masses of holly and mirtillo«. Dunt-ln"
*M Indulged in until « late hour, tho

merrv youngsters being led by Miss May
Young, of Louisville, and Miss Lucy
Bowles. Late In tho evening refreshments
were served. Thero was a large number
of invited guests.
Mr. "William M. Collins, member of the

firm of T. J. Collins nnd Sons, architect?,
left hero Tuesday for "Washington, D. C,
where he wns married Wednesday at
noon to Miss Margaret J. McLaughlin.
of this city, who at the time was visiting
her sister, Àtrs. B. J. Collins. The1 cere¬

mony was performed by Rev. Father
Machen, at St. Paul's Catholic Church.
One of the prettiest marriages of the

week took place at high noon "Wednes¬
day, when Miss Rosa Mae Elllnger,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Elllngei-,
wns married to Mr. John T. Alhizer.
The ceremony took place at St. John's
Church, Augusta county.. The bride Is
ono of Augusta county's most handsome
young ladles nnd is very popttlaf. The
groom Is a young business man of Staun-
ton, where Mr. and Ivh-s. Alhizer will
make their home.
Stnunton Lodge, No. 13, A. F. and A. M.,

held tho annual election of officers Wed¬
nesday night, it being the anniversary of
St. John the Evangelist. Thero was a
large number In attendance. The fol¬
lowing officers were elected: J. H. Price,
master; H. L.. Lang, senior warden; F.
S. Grealhoiid, junior warden; J. M. Spotts,
treasurer; W. B. McChesney, secretary;
O. E. Smith, senior deacon; Rudolph Bum-
gnrdticr, Junior deacon.
Miss Louelle Hanger and Mr. Chartas

E. Pence were married In thô Eakleton
Hotel parlors Wednesday at 12 o'clock
by Rev. S. A. Parker, of the Greenville
M. E. Church. The bride Wore a hand-
somo gray going-nway gown, with hat
nnd gloves to match. Only relatives were
present.
Miss Addle Reynolds, daughter of Mr.

G. \Y*. Reynolds, and"Mr. lyeston SA',
Sensnbnugh, were married Wednesday
evening at tho homo of tho bride here
by Rev. II. T. Holronimns. They will
make their homo In this city.
MVr. Samuel Spradlln and Miss Mary E.

Dlckenson were married here Wednes¬
day afternoon by Rev. O. F. Gregory.
Tho groom is sixty years old and the
bride twenty-one.
Tho following licenses have been Issued

by the circuit clerk: William E. Wine and
Miss Lottlo Snyder, to bo married In
.Stiiimton January 3d; David B, Coiner
and Miss Florida V. Rood, wedded in
Augusta county Thursday; George C
Spitler and Mrs. Rose McDnniel, wedded
In Staunton Wednesday evening; Claude
G. Bryant and Miss Gertie Blackburn,
married in Staunton Wednesday; James
W.*Ingram and Miss Lottie Myrtle, mar¬
ried in Stnunton Wednesday; O. G. Hito
and Hattie B. Lucas, to take place In
county; James A. Smith nnd Miss Minnie
Luck, married at Cralgsville, Augusta
county, Wednesday; Gordon'Mv Shumate
and Miss Cora L. Johnson were married
at Mr. Sidney, Augusta county, Wednes¬
day. Both the brido and. the groom aro
only seventeen.years of age. Mr. Charles
C. Dlnklo and Miss Pearl Rodgers, of
Moscow, Augusta county, were married
Wednesday by Rev. C. H. Crowell, of this
city. '. .:
Mrs. Fllzhugh Elder very charmingly

entertained tho Young Married Ladies'
Whist Club at her beautiful home, Esse-
ton, -Wednesday evening. The color
scheme was green nnd red, and tho deco¬
rations were very beautiful. After some
time spent In playing whist, refreshments
wcro served. Thero was an unusuallylargo number present.
Captain John N. Ople, who Is beingtreated at Memorial Hospital, is reported

as somewhat Improved, and his son, Mr.
Thomas Opie, has gone to Richmond andwill accompany his father home Sun¬
day.
Mrs. W. Q. Huliihen and Miss JennieHulllhen went to Washington Friday.Judge George M. Harrison, of the Su¬

preme Court, returned to* his homo hero
this week.
Air. and Mrs. Isaac Skinner, who havebeen spending some time In the countyhnvo returned to Richmond.
Mr. and Mrs. Harry B. Woodward havereturned to Richmond after a visit toMr. and Mrs. J. B. Woodward.

CHRISTMAS AT RADFORD
(Special to tho Times-Dispatch.)RADFORD, VA. December 30..Christ¬

mas week has passed pleasantly In Rad-ford, and has been marked ">y a numberof entertainments.. ',.-..
The Cotillon Club gave a delightful

german Wednesday evening, which wasled by Mr. Honry .C Allon, assisted byMiss Laura Ingles; the last half by Mr.
Paul Graff, of Roanoke, assisted byMiss Kathleen Cassell. Excellent muslo
was furnished-by a Roanoke orchestra,and luncheon was served n at midnightfrom the West End Hotel.
On Monday evening a big.-parly was

given at tho homo of Mr. Andrew Ingles,
near Radford. It was an olS-fushloned
square dance, and cards Was also a pop¬ular feature of tho evening's amuse-
monts, as well as "the waltz." Elabo-
rato and delightful refreshments were
served,
Tho homo of Mr. James Mlcoi: was the

scene of another big dance on Tuesday
evening, much after the order of tho
Ingles party.
Mlsst-s Anna and Bessie Kenderdlno

entertained Thursday. .'..' evening. The
guests represente^...their favorite songs,
and. tho guessing of the titles, with an¬
other clever contest, and" music by Miss
Lyle nnd Miss Jones, made nn Interest-
in«' programme.

as Virginia Enklh gavo an enjoy-
nbU >'s''áry party at St, Albans Wednes¬
day an. rtoon, her twenty guests euch
represor lg the title of a book. The
prize W! won by Miss Louise McElrath.

Misset. Jdollo and 'Loulln Scott enter¬
tained tho R. G. G. Club Thursday. Tho
mo-iing was a very enjo.vablo one, nnd
each member gave gifts to every other.

Virginia May Lodge of Masons cele¬
brated the anniversary of St. John tho
Baptist Wednesday, evening, by an oys¬
ter supper at theirhnll In ICast Raccord.
Montgomery Castle, No. 101, Independ¬

ent Order of Odd-Fellows, gave a.ban¬
quet at the court-house Friday evening.
The churches each had a Christmas

entertainment for' the children of their
Sunday schools, several being elaborate
and beautiful. The B.-ïptlst and the
West End Christian churohes gavo
Christmas cantata«. Central Presbyte¬
rian Church had a big Sunta Claus
houso filled with gifts. A pleasant fea¬
ture of several of tho church entertain¬
ments were the vocal solos of Miss Alice
Jones, who made her first appearance
before tho public. Miss Jones is a
daughter of Mr, E. H. Jones, whose
beautiful tenor voice Is alwnys heard
with plensuro, and tho sweet voice of
the daughter," created a very favorable
impression.
Miss Cleo Mlles, of Arkansas, who Is

attending school at liolliiis Institute, is
visiting her cousin, Mrs. J. Lewis Ingles,.
Miss Pearl Koaeufeld entertained her

music class Friday evening of last week.
Mr, James Tyler, of Richmond, spent

the Christmas 'holidays with bis parent»,
ex-Governor and Mrs. Tyler.
Mr, Irving Hall, who Is a student at

itli-hmond College, spent, the holidays at
home.

Mr, C. B. Mount, of Birmingham, spent
finísimas (lay With his sister, Mrs. E.
H. Jones.

"-..

Ideal Christmas Weather. ."'
~

(Special to The Times-Dispatch.) ,.

CO&IÓRÑ, VA., December HO..Chrlat-
imm will long l,o remembered by. the
people of King George. As n rule, the
weather was almost idca..so lino, indeed,
»bat none hi« Invalid» .were "shut. In"
from ihe frolics and festivities long h>

f ivre planned by lUe young; folk, or from
«

the religious serviced, entertainments and
calobratlons previously appointed by the
church people. Excellent order ha.*: been
a striking feature of tho holidays, luven
the Usually hilarious classes, sometimes
dubbed us "toughs," have berni, with but
few exceptions, on good behavior all the
week. Sunday school Christmas trees,
celebrations and treats for the youth
have boon fine successes nt tho various
churches, and all such e'ltertn'nmonls
have been very largely attende!. An»!
the very poor pooplo of the county have
been looked after nnd provided for most
tenderly and generously. The moat dea-
ututo familles nnd Individuals to bo round
havo had at least same of all the "good
tilings" of Christmas carried ti- their
homes. Many hundreds of dollars hi
money nnd the necessaries of life have
been distributed among I'm poor of tho
county during tho past Sveok by, '.ho
"King's Daughters and Sons" and other
noble-hearted people.
Mr. Edward L. Hunter, clerk of Ihe

courts' of King George, Iui3 given bond,
with the United States Fidelity ani Guar¬
antee Company ns surety.
Judge T. R, B. Wright, of Tnpp.ihnn-

noolt, will preside over the January term
of the King George Court 'or Jtitigc Ma¬
son, who has not sufficiently recovered
from his late Illness to ramme work.
Gunners report that rv't.l ducks nnd

geese are exceedingly sci'co and that
the few ducks that visit Un Ràppnhnn-
nock marshes Btcor clear of tho bttlt
"placed by duck shooters.
Messrs. George W.- Grlcsby, Jr., aivl

Robert mirks, of Igo, aro spending a

week In tho national capital city.
Miss Abblo White, a stiidmit. nt the

Fredorlcksburg College, 's sp'-mllng the
holldnys at her homo, near KIr.g George
Courthouse
Mr. Hmmerson Purks, nf this county,

has, gone to ChnrlottesvtHe to visit ,lls

Ri'anilmoiher.
Miss Eva P. Tnyloe, who Is leaching in

West Virginia, is spending two" weeks nt
'¦Powhotan," her home, near horo.
Miss May Kellls, of CaroHn.? county, Is

spending ihe holidays wlHi friends, at
this place.
Miss Nannie Minor, n .student nt a

Bowling. Green school, 's with her par¬
ents hero for tho liolldavn.
Miss May Butler, of FVuvanna, Is n

guest- Of kinsfolk here. .'
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur. P. Thornton, of

Frederlcksbtirg, spent this week with
Mr, J. Taylor Thornton and family, nt.
Bell Grove,; this county.

GREEN BAY MATTERS
(Special to The Times-Dispatch.)

GREEN BAY,1 VA., December 29..Miss
SalUo G. Bldgbod, teacher of tho public,
school here,, has returned home, after
having spent n pleasant Christmas with
her fumlly, in ''Petersburg.
Mr. W. D. Price, manager for the Cable

Company, CharlottesvIUe, after spending
several days wlth'-lilsTliothor and brother
In tho village, left for ids honro on yes¬
terday.
Mr. and Mrs. D. A. Strader spin*, r-ov-

eral days at the, homo of Mr. and Mrs.
3j. D. Jones, .returning to their homo In
Manchester yesterday.
Mr. Robert W. Price, of Petersburg,

after visiting 'his".mother, also looking
after his biislness>-lnteroflts ,hero. return¬
ed home the early, part of theweok.
Mr. f«. D, Browne, justlco of the peace

for this district, lies very Hint his homo.
'Mrs. Hancock» iwho 'recently movcQ

here from Midlothian, is confined to her
room with pneumonia.
Mr. W. R. Borum spent Christmas with

his relatives near Amelia Courthouse. 5
Mr. Holland B; Rowlett, of FrodeVloks-

hurg. who has been on an extended
Southern trip, is visiting his sister, Miss
ILena Rowlett, In tho village.

.
-,-» -

GLOUCESTER
(Spocldl to'The Times-Dispatch.)

GLOUCESTER C?H.', VA., Dec. 30..The
chief event of tho week In the. social world
of Gloucester wa3 a large and elegant
old-foshlonud ilnneing parly given by Mr.
and Mrs. C. E. Gary In honor, of their son,
George, on Wednesday-night. During the
evening a delicious supper was served,
end the enlertainrient endod with the
dancing of the Virginia reel, a
On Friday afternoon Miss Margaret.

Arthur Tabb entertained from 3-to 0 In
honor of her guest, Miss Elsie Anderson,
of Richmond.
On Friday evening Mr. Mahlan A.. Ben¬

son gave a charming party at "Siinny-
side. About llfty of the belles and beaux
of the younger set enjoyed the hospitality
of their young host,.and voted it a most
tlclip.litful- evening.
Messrs. Theodore and Herbert Iaslgl

and Messrs.' Hugus,'of"Norfolk,'are with
the Misses Tabb at "Newstead:",;.

Christmas Exercises at Westover
(Special to Tho Times-Dispatch.)

WESTOVER, VA., Dec. 30..Mr. and
Mrs. E. C. Harrison entertained the par¬
ents and children of Westover Sunday-
school and old Battery Bohool at an ela¬
borate iuncheon at their new homo at
"Nestous" t;u-duy. After luncheon the
children of the school, under able leader¬
ship of Miss Virginia AValker, rendeiod
u. delightful musical programme.
During: tho last song Rev. John C-

Cornick lighted candios on a beautiful
Christians treo, and Mr. G. M. Walker,
ably assisted by- Miss Sue Rufiin, distri¬
buted gifts to all present. ,

Miss Attula Walker and Miss-Sue Ruf¬
iin aro ut homo for the holidays. They
leave for Farmvlllo Normal on Monday.
Mr. William Sparrow, of Buffalo, N. Y.,

Is guest of 3lrs. A. H. Drewry at "iidge-
wood."
Miss LUlie M. Todd Is in Richmond for

tho holidays. She will resumo her duties
at old Battery school on Tuesday, Jan¬
uary M.

Japan and South America.
Consul B'rlttain, of Kohl,-Germany, re-:

ports that according to a recent article
in a German newspaper tho Japaneso
Government has recently granted a sub¬
sidy lo a Jupaneso South Amorlcan steam¬
ship line, which plies between Japan and
Ruónos Aires, Argontina, The object of
tills is to Increase tho Imports of wool,
Hour,, and wheat from Argentina, which
products aro chiefly neudod und desired
l'or Japan's army und marines. An Eng¬
lish news paper also reports on a similar,
matter, und remarks! "Tho scheme, which
has been under consideration for some¬

time, for the Immigration of Japunesa
workmen to Brazil and the creation for
that purpose of ii direct Japanese steam¬
ship service to Santos and Rio de Janeiro
is about to bo realized. Two speclul com¬
missioners of tlio Japanese Government
are now examining, on the «pot, tho pro¬
posal of establishing a Japanese bank at
Rio do Janeiro." The samo English news¬

paper hIbo roports that "a syndicate of
several banks and conmiurolal Urins in
Bromen lias, in connection with the ship¬
ping iirm Horn, of Schleswig nnd Dubeck,
formed a new steamship company under
tho nnino of tho Roland Dine, to carry
on a. direct service between Bremen and
the west coast of South America. The
formal constitution of the now company
will tako place in tho course of this
month."

. ... .

Electric Tramway in Vigo.
Consul Harmony, of Corunna, Spain,

writes that a »chorno, which Is likely to
bo accepted, has been made by Mr. Emil¬
io Montenegro, of Ule Bank of Vigo, It
comprises Uvo lines bf tramway und one
sido line, altogether about 14 kilometers
in length. The trolloy system will bo
adopted, Tho rails are to be of Bessemer
wioel, Phoenix typo, with automatic
switches. Gauge of line, l.-l-t meters.
Minimum radius of surves not to exceed
30 meters, As regards rolling stock, there
will bo wanted 3D motor carriages and
traction cars td be In constant circula¬
tion. Motor carriages to oceomldato each
32 and 'traction cars each SÜ persons.
There will bo two yrlnolplo and two

auxiliary stations. The ol.eoirlc power
100,000 volts per ÄO horsepower, will bo
furnished by the gas company from tho
falls of tho river ¡jareis. Toiophonto ser-

vlco to he established for the usa of the
line. The estimated cost is péselos sil¬
ver 1,600,000 Inclusivo, persons Interested
mav apply for further particulars ,tn Mr.
|3. M alder, consular agent »at Vigo, from
whom l have obtained thu Information
Incorporated in this report.

.QUERIES AND .

j ..ANSWERS
Colonel Wither's Book.

Will you please state where I can

purchase a cipy of "The Recollections
of an Octogenarian," by ex-Senator R.
E. Withers? A SUBSCRIBER.
Wrlto to tha author. His address Is

Wytheville, Vn.

Norfolk Hospitals.
Pieaso answer in your query columns

the naines of the training schools for
nurses in Norfolk, Va.? You will greatly
obligo A CONSTANT READER.

St. Vincent do Paul Hospital and Nor¬
folk Protestant. »Hospital.

An Ever Recurring Question.
Can a publishing company force pay¬

ment for paper sent after expiration of
lime paid for,' having been notified by
letter' to stop paper at expiration of
year for which If was paid?

READER.
No.

License Tax.
Please answer In your next Wednes¬

day's paper: Can a person travel from
house to house, talto orders for a regu¬
lar household article, thereafter deliver
and collect the money for the goods,
without license for "a manufacturer In
Cincinnati or Chicngo?

A SUBSCRIBER.
Such a canvasser is required to tako

out a peddler's license.

From Richmond to Chicago.
To settle a dispute, will you please

answer In your Query Column whether
there-Is a good wagon road from Rich¬
mond to Chicago, 111., and, if so, ploaso
state the larger cities this road passes
through, ana oblige

AN OLD SUBSCRIBER.
Of course,' thero are wagon roads of

one sort or another between Richmond
and Chicago, but no such single road as

you indicate.

Children's Home.
Will you please Inform me if thero Is

a place In Richmond by the name of
Homo Society for Girls. I want a white
girl for house -work, small family;
could I got a »girl' from tho Orphan
Asylum about 12 or 14 years old. Good
home guaranteed. R. W. H.'

Address: Children's Home Society, Rich¬
mond, Va.

A Eible Quotation.
Is the following sentence a verse from

the Bible: "Cursed Is ho that carrleth the
price of a dog.in ills pocket." A. B. C."¦'¦'
Wo suppose you are referring to Deut¬

eronomy xxill:18, in which It is said "Thou
shalt not bring the price of a dog into

the house of the Lord thy God for any

vow.

L.aws Against Mixed Marriages.
What States in the United States permit

.the intermarrlafeo' of the races, black and
white? Is this permissible In North Car¬
olina and Virginia? SUBSCRIBER.
Alabama, Ar«z°rm. Arkansas, California,

Colorado, :'.' Delaware, Florida, Georgia,
.Idaho, Indian Territory, Kentucky, Mary¬
land,' Louisiana,- Mississippi, Missouri,
Nebraska, Noj-th 'Carolina, Oklahoma,
Oregon, SouthVCaroliná, Tennessee, Texas,,
Utah, Virginia -and. West ..Virginia.

' Swarisöh's Successor.
"Aftor Governor-elect Swauson resigns'

his sèqt in Congress, willl there bo some-,
.body appointed of', elected to fill his place,,
or will it-remain vacant, uritli the regu¬
lar election? C. M. W.
i Mr. Swanson has not yet. resigned his

seat In Congress, The Constitution' of

tljo United States provides that "when

vac.anc.les happen In the representation
from any State, the executive'authority
thereof shall issue writs of election to fill
such vacancies.

The Governor's Salary.
What Is the salary of tho Governor

of Virginia? Does he have an extra
appropriation for stationery and travel?
Please answer and oblige

A READER.
The salary of the Governor of Virginia

Is $5,000 a year, with a contingent fund

out of which may bo paid ' all expenses
Incurred In connection with the State

business.

Hogs That Eat Dirt.
Will you Kindly lot mo know In tho

query column whether there is any rem¬

edy to stop hogs from eating dirt?
R. C.

Put a box of charcoal In your hog lot,
where they can have easy access to It.

If you havo not the charcoal use bitu¬

minous coal.

Pest of Rats.
Ploase ndviso mo through your col¬

umns how to exterminate rats? They
aro about to destroy my stock of goods.
Tho trouble Is I. can't get them to eat

poison. A SUBSCRIBER.
You might try fumigating your store

room with cyanide of potash. This is

a dondly poison, and should bo used

with great care, for one whlf of this gas

Is death to a ninn or rat.

Registered Letters.
If I register a letter how much money

may I put In It, and In case tho letter
Is lost will tho Postofflco Department
bo responsible for It, or Is thero a limit
to sums that the department Is repson-
slble for; Give mo tho law on this point.

O. P. M.

There is no limit to tho amount of

money you may register. If the money

Is lost by accident the government holds'
Itself responsible |n amounts not ex¬

ceeding t-üß. If the money is lost through
fault of an employe of the department,
tho government holds him' and his
bondsmen responsible for tho entire
amount contained in the package.

What is a Trust?
Please answer the following question

in your next weekly paper:
What ts a trust?
In modern common usage, an organisa¬

tion for the control of several corpora¬
tions under one management, by .the
device of a transfer by the stockholders

in e&oh.çûrporaliou of at least a majority
of the stock to a central committee or

bond "of trustees, who issue in roturn to-
such stockholders, respectively, certifi¬
cates showing In efíoct that, although
they have parted with their stock and
the couBeiiueiit voting power, they are

»till entltlod to dividends or to. share In
the profits..Century blotlonary..
But tho term has a wldo significance

and applies also to nil great corporations
which control any brnnch of Industry, as

the Tobacco Trust, the Standard OH
Trust, the Steel Trust, and so on.

The Governor's Appointments
Will you please- publish In your next

weekly Issuo what offices or appointments
como under the jurisdiction of the Gov¬
ernor of this Stale; also salaries of each?
The Governor appoints members, of the

Corporation Commission; the salary of
each member of tho commission is $4,000,
Tho Governor appoints no other salaried
officers, except to fill vacancies. He ap¬
points notni-ies public and the boards of
the various public Institutions.

Can't Profit By a Mistake.
A purchased a farm from B, paying

him $200 cnsli nnd making several pay¬
ments thereafter. Then A decided to
pay B alll the balance due on the land
and tnke his note In. So A goes to B
nnd asks htm how much Is tho balance
due on the ñolo. B looks thé note over,
makes his calculation, and tells A that It
Is $-10. A pays B the amount nnd tnkes
his note in; thon B goes over tho matter
t'n himself and finds that A Is duo him
JiO more On tho note. Please tell me

can B make A pay him tho $60 by law?
S. M. Wi

B Is entitled In law to recover »SO, but

ho must, of course, prove that It Is
really due, nnd that ho gavo A the note

under the mistaken Idea that It was paid'
In full.'

Text Books.
Will you please answer through your

query columns why It Is necessary to

'Change the school hooks every four
years, as such nn expenso Is very* heavy
on the patrons of the school, and it Is
generally believed to bo a money mak¬
ing scheme for the publishers?

A SUBSCRIBER.
Now that the most approved text¬

books have been adopted for our public
schools, we can see no valid renson why
thero should be a general adoption of

text-books again. We have heard that
nearly all tho members- of tho Stato
Board of Education are opposed to an¬

other general adoption of boolçs. They
believe that It would bo more economi¬
cal In tho long, run, nnd moro conduc¬
ive to the Interests of public education
to permit the books now In the hands
of the pupils to remain In use so long
as the' books provti satisfactory, both'
as t,0 matter and price; and that when
a book, has sorved Its time it. should be

dropped and a better ono put In 11*
placo. Thero was a general adoption
of books in 1S9S and another In 1904; so

that the two last adoptions were six

years apart. Tho impression that peri¬
odical adoptions are advantageous to

the publishing houses, and are, there¬
fore, desired by them, Is not correct.

Surely here In Virginia there. Is no

ground for saying that such a policy
has been adopted to make money for

publishers.

Virginia's Debt.
Will you please answer the following

questions:
1. What is the so-called "Virginia,

debt"?: '..-:¦ .-»'¦
2. Name' five of the leading educators

of tho present time in the United States,
A SUBSCRIBER.

1. The Virginia debt was contracted
largely for-the purposo of building the

James River Canal and malting .other
Internai improvements. When tho war

ended »the State was Impoverished and
afterwards Virginia was divided, and

tho_ State' of: West'Virginia created. The
debt amounted to many million dollars,
and all sorts oí efforts were made to

effect a settlement with the bond¬
holders. This was finally dono in 1892,
and tho debt of Vlrlgnla proper amounts

to $25,537,820. Tho amount of West Vir¬
ginia's indebtedness has not yet been
lawfully ascertained.

2. Wo should not like to say who are

the "five leading educators of the United
States." Five of the leading educators
aro Charles W. Eliot, president of Har¬
vard; Woodrow Wilson, president of

Princeton; William R. Harper, presi¬
dent Chicago" University; Edwin A.

Alderman, president of the University
of Vlrlgnla; Charles D. Mclver, princi¬
pal of the North Carolina Normal
School at Greensboro. Tho man who
has done, most for the cause of popular
education in Virginia is William H.\

Ruffner, who is now in retirement.

niiiSKILL
DEER IN CALIFOnniA

Let Off With Admonition and
Return to Their

Haunts.
Reports reached the Fish and> Game

Commissioners In Sacramento, Cal., that
the Indians -were slaughtorng deer in the
mountains of Amador county, and in--
strticted Deputies Harry Warr and James
Stott,. who were in the mountains noar
Tallao, to investigate. The deputies watcn-
od the Indians laying in their winter's
supply of white fish from the lakes
around Tnhoe, and for two weeks fol¬
lowed thorn ocrosa tho mountains Into
Amador county. They arrested two In¬
dians, one with a doe an dihe other with
a deer in their possession, which liad been
Hilled'by the Indians. Judge Spencer, of
Placervillo, suspended sentence on tho
promise tha tthe Indians would return to
Novuui. and be good Indians in future,
Tho Indians started on foot on their ro-
turn, scaling the summit of Sierra Nevada
Mountain», a distance of 120 mllos, accom¬
panied by Deputy Harry Warr.

President Roosevelt, in His Vit>
ginia Retreat,

It you woro riding that way, and
chanced to seo this refuge chosen by Theo¬
dore Roosevelt as a country place, you
would think it tho clearing anil the homo
of a settler carving out his humble' niche
In tho wlldorness. And If thy owner la
there, you may see him laying his axo,
with sturdy arm, into tho butt of a pino
which* must give way to multo way for
ills vegetable garden. Jimt woods, and tho
Binell of fir. and tho mountain wlnda, and
a roof for shelter, und a Joyous soJitiide.
these are what tha President sought and
found in his clearing, which Is illgiiiileil
among tho mtmnlalneora by the nanio of
"Roosovelt'a Rest."-The Outing Magazine
for Jauuury.

,.< .-_

What Miss Clark Has.
Miss Clark, one of the hlijh school teach¬

ers, has been sick anil was compelled to
give up tufuihlng during the llrst part of
iho week 'Bhi has the history -depart-
»iieni.-ßu»»rn (Or*.») Journj.1,'

KEEPING HOÜsEJ^RA
FAMILY OF A THOUSAND

The Motel Housekeeper Among the Busiest of the Busy
Women of a dreat City.Just How She Is Making the

Holidays Cheerful for People Unable to Go
\ Home for Christmas.Up*to-Date Wrinkles

Which Aid in Her Task.Sweeping and
Dusting With Compressed Air.

(Special Correspondence of The Times-
Dispatch.)

NEW YORK, December 23..Thero are

within the city.'« gato ni tho beginning
of tho year's groat holiday week moro

sojournors who will have no hearth of
their own on which to burn a Yule log
than ever a Chiistmastldo has seen hero
before. Way-wenry travelers, wandering
business men, whoever they may be and
whatever their pursuits, there are thous¬
ands who have before them tho desolate
prospect of spending away from home
the season most closely associated with
the family fireside. Yet the fate of these
unfortunates would once have been niuoli
worso than It is In these days when Ihn
hotels that are their temporary nbldlng-
places'Open tho doors of a luxurious homo
to every wayfarer.
Twenty or thirty yours ago tho Idea

of passing Christmas In a hotel .would
have been fraught with horror. Amer¬
ican boBteliies In those limes wore

refuges sought only when no escape
from them could bo found. Their dis¬
comforts wcro proverbial, their attrac¬
tions most conspicuous for their ab¬
sence, 'Even Robinson Crusoe would not
have envied the habitual American hotel
dweller then. To-day no other country
In trie world offorB In Its caravansaries
for traveler? such comfort and luxury,
and, more Important than these, so much
of ihe qunllty of homo, as ours docs.
The Bclenco of hotel housekeeping,

which has brought about this change,
seems to bo an American science.
Our cooks aro still Imported from

France. Italy, Germany and tho rest of
the Continent.even tho Orient.are called
upon to add their contribuions to thqHe
of Uncle Sam's broad acres that Ihe
hotel's hospitable board may lack noth¬
ing tho world has to give;* from England
and Its Islands come many of the func¬
tionaries and servants who make Ameri¬
can public houses the best attended that
there nro. But the Amorlcan housewife
adds to all these tho speclnl qualities the
Inns of no other country have, though to
the guest she Is tho least conspicuous
figure in tho entire menage.
In the enormous hotels of every big

Amorlcan city, hotels that are regal In
their luxury and beauty, the position of
housekeeper Is a very Important one.
Tho household of Windsor Castle does
not require more capability In Its man¬
agement than do our democratic "pal¬
aces" for any and everybody's entertain¬
ment. In fact, so careful Is the super¬
vision of every smallest deta'l in the
housekeeper's realm that It would be im¬
possible, probably, for a mnld to survive
in one of these public establishments
such/an experience as that of tho servant
Whom Queen Victoria reprimanded by
writing the royal cipher In tho dust on

a polished cabinet each morning for three
days, until ft was discovered by the of¬
fender.
An enormous responsibility rests on

the shoulders of the hotel housekeepor.
responsibility for the health and comfort
of SOO or a thousand people and for-the
reputation of ah establishment that rep¬
resents, In many cases, millions'of dollars
invested." Take, for example, the woman
in charge of the Internal economy of such
a; hostelry "as .the new Hotel Astor here,
typical of great twentieth century houses
of its kind.
She has' under her supervision nearly

200 servants; to Kelp her In the mere
.work of administration requires, two as-

YOUNG ÏÙIHjF"
ACCOMMODATE FRIEND

He Was 26 ; Wife 48 ; Became Her
Husband Simply to Oblige

Her.
..

.- ..¦'-.'«

ST. IfOUlS..Lawyers who returned last
night from Kennett, Mo., where they tried
a slander suit growing out of litigation
over tho estate of the late John E.

Powell, of"New Madrid, Mo., told of a re¬

markable wedding that was brought out
at the trial.
Porry L. Bryant, formerly of St. Louis,

but now of Los Angeles, a witness in the
case, told on tho stand how he married
Mrs. Powell, three years ago, purely as a

matter of friendship and to accommodate
her. i.
At tho timo he was 20, while Mrs. Pow¬

ell' was 48. In proof of his disinterested¬
ness he cited the fact that he had never
so much as eaten at the samo table with''
his wife, and had moved away to the
West soon after tho marriage.
Recently Mrs. Powell has died, re«

leasing him from self-sacrificing vows.
.

RACE SUICIDE.

England's' Birth Rate Declining
to An Alarming Extent.

England's birth rate is declining. It

touched Its .highest point, ßlnco registra¬
tion began in 183S, in 1876. To-day it is

at its lowest. The children of tho most
prolific mothers.those of 1876.are the
mosou nproductlve mothers. Tho reason

assigned for the frightful decline is "tho
decay of tho maternal instinct." Only 75

per cent, as many little onos seo tho light
now, or remain In it, as 'Baw it thirty,
years ago. No one factor, however, can

account for the entire falling off,
The fact Is, there are many causes,

Notably among tho most prominent Is the
advanced age at which persons marry,
and tho fact that a great many, novar

many. Previous to 1876 tho marriage'
rato\was 10 to 17 1-2 per 1,000. To-day
it Is IB 1-2, Tho claim niado for years
by leading .economists that population
was supposed to vary with th» food sup-'
ply is being doubtod, It falls to hold
good In England, for at no tima In the
past ¡was food so cheap" or so abundant
as it is to-day.

Possibly, says one writer, "rent, tho
rates and taxes have moro to do with
the question than has the price of wheat,"
Tho ífiot of the matter is, the question )s
beyond the best men in the empire. It
baffles everybody iron, tho humblest to
tho highest, In the flght for first place
that is on, it means, or may mean, a

great deal to England whether her birth
rate is small or largo, A short prop of
little ones In 1905 and In each succeed¬
ing year means a" short crop of men for
ti» army, navy, mills, shops, forms,
ships, factories and collerlea of England
twenty-live or thirty years hence,.Con¬
sular Reporta. .

Decided Not to Open It,
Cajlcr."I wna thinking about oponing a

drug store In this neighborhood. Do you
think one Is.needed around hero/',
Resident- "Greut Idea, There's no place

within ten blocks where a man can buy
stamps or sue the city directory."-flrook-
lyn Eagle, .. i

slstant»; the army which she commands
Includes a corps of men to do cleaning
nnd another-of women clcnnors, one of
parlor maid», ono of chamber maid»,, and
ono of maids' maids, these latter to look
after the rooms of their fellow em¬
ployes. In the housekeeper's charge aro
the linen room, the house laundry, and
the furniture supply rooms,' all tho six
hundred nnd odd guests' rooms, 40 or 50.
parlors, nnd the 15 or 20 seml-pnbllc din¬
ing-rooms. Ilor servant problem Is sonio-
thing that would appall tho head of even
the most luxurious prlvato establishment.
Every morning, the first thing, sha

makes a tour of tho supply rooms on
each floor to seo that tho maids nre all
on duty, that everything Is In perfect
order,, and that nothing I» lacking to
multo tho day's work go smoothly. This
Is only a preliminary Inspection, however,
and must bo accomplished with tho quick¬
ness of n. trained eye nnd experience, for
a multitude of duties prcBS upon her
thick and fast. If furniture Is to be
moved, anywhoro about tho house, the
housekeeper must be on hand lo seo that
proper care Is exorcised, and that every¬
thing is arranged oxactly right, if one
of t,hn "state stilles" or other specially
gorgoouB apartments not constantly In
use Is engaged, slip personally superin¬
tends Its cleaning and tho sotting right
of Its furnltiiro and brlc-a-brac. She
keeps count of the linen Issued.many
hundreds of pieces a day. the reservo
blankets, mattresses, pillows, and so on,
and Is back and forth in tho furniture
store-rooms to order tho work when an
extra bed, or chair, or whatever It may
bo, Is needed.

It Is In this.the making of the hotel
a perfectly ordered homo for every guest
.that lies tho chief test of her ability,
and In this her tact and patience must
never bo found wanting. Some of her
experiences, would put a severe strain on
tho patlenco of Job's own housekeeper,
too, wero thoy not, after all, Just the
things that make her so Importantj*. func¬
tionary. Such a hotel as the Astor' pur¬
poses meeting- tho slightest whim of any
of Its guests Instantly and "perfectly."
Perhaps tho olocttic lights on the dress¬
ing table have red símelos, and the occu¬
pant of tho room wants blue or .white.
Perhaps thcro Is a green curtain over the
transom, while black Is the only color
tho temporary monarch can surveywith¬
out shuddering. The" towels are too coars»
for one, too soft for another; or tho
light In the hallway outside her room-
must bo removed so It.'«hail, not shine
through and disturb my lady's repose.
Every request Imaginable, some very sen¬
sible, others quite unreasonable, must be
met promptly, and it Is tho head house¬
keeper's duty to se# accomplIcVed tho
somewhat difficult font of Removing tho
roso leaf under the forty mattresses bo
a princess may sleep.
Like other housewives, this one in the

Astor has her troubles In keeping things
In repair. In the linen room there aro
half a dozen clever seamstresses, who dam
tho lace curtains -when they get torn,
make .the maids' caps, receive the linen
oi it comes in from the laundry adjoin¬
ing, keep a check on it and give it out
as It is requisitioned. Every sheet, pil¬
low case and napkin that comes in or
goes out is noted in account books, and
three times a day a gang of men replenish
from tho main linen room the supply
with which each floor Is provided, bo the
maids need never leave tho special part
of the hoUBe to which they are assigned.

PIKE'S PEAK DISCOVERY
TO BE CELEBRATED

Colonel Springs and Manitou
Working to Make a Na¬

tional Event.
With $5,000 which has been donated by

55. Or. Simmons, of Konosho, WIs., as a

nucleus, a fund of many thousand dollars
will bo raised, for a grand State centen¬
nial celebration of tho discovery of Pike's
Peak by Lieutenant Zebulon Pike, In No¬
vember, 1800.
This subscription, which was made re¬

cently, heads tho list, and efforts will be
mu.de to secure many other large contri¬
butions, which will make It possible to
iluiVe the celebraton one that is national
in its scope.
Residents of Colorado Springs are re¬

quested to extend all tho financial aid-
possible because of the magnitude of the
celebration that is planned. Steps are to
.be taken to Interest the War Department
and officers of tho army, as well as hun¬
dreds of .Western pioneers, to say nothing
of publicists, mornberB of Congress ana

men of national reputation.
,' «-

WAX FARM PROFITABLE
IM PARTS OF CHINA

Willie Chlneso wax affords an income to
hundreds of farmers in the Chlon-Chana
Valley, where the insects -flourish winch
coat their eggs and cocoons with the pur«
white wax. /. ::¦¦'{ ¦'¦.
Thoy feed upon the loaves of a plant

which grows only In that valley; but If
left to remain In their -birthplace die be¬
fore It Is time to deposit their eggs.
For that reason a wax farm consißts Of

ppts of ground some distance apart, th«
Insects being transported from tho valley
to the outside farms by porters, who
carry thousands at one time upon their
backs.
The Industry is almost as profitable as

the raising of the silkworm, and require«
even more care, but the palnstakln*
farmer looks as carefully after his rr.lnut«
charges as tho .American farmer doe*
after his cattle.

«

Gets Sugar Avvay From Home.
Consul Alger, of Tegucigalpa, report*

that Honduras produces only about 'A
per cent of tho sugar needed for horn»
.consumption, end that during the" yea»
31)03.-1* tho importation amounted to 821,
818 kilos, valued nt $-10,o-in United State«
currency, Of tho quantity named th«
United States furnished .35.340 kilos,
Nicaragua 8(11,103 kilos, and the remainder
was received from Guatemala, Salvador,
Germany, and British Honduras, In th«
order named,
| ,-.-

Ä Bard's Stratagem.
3, am a most unlucky bard, I can not

soil my*verse, tho Ufo I load Is very hard,
and It is getting* worse, Unless I quickly
moko a hit my finish I can see, and death
by starving I'll admit does not appeal to
mo. And that reminds me of a scheme for
getting rid of rhyme that has »eon tried,
but it would Boem might work another
time. They say that Ignorance is bliss,
and ï a deal might close by flitting- up m*,
verse like this and selling it as prose..
Houston Chronicle.

-? ¦¦¦«¦

Mr. A. M, Beaupro, mlnlstor to Argentina,
transmita a translation of the law 'recently
pasBol by Argentina establish!!!* ports dus*,
.which is an Alo In tlie'Bureau-nf Manufacture«.
Tlio new remilatian's aro prescrlbdd by th«
act of tli» National ConKress approved Oct«»v
.barJïltli.


